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age; in Egypt it is permitted to flourish unchecked.
Fathers have ceased to exercise constraint over their
sons, and head masters of schools may not administer
exemplary punishment to their pupils. Little illus-
trates more aptly the irresolution of the Egyptian
Government than the attitude adopted by the
Ministry of Education in face of the universal refusal
of boys and girls to return to school. In place of
threatening dire punishment for disobedience, the
Ministry entreated them to resume their studies.
The students paid no attention to the invitation, and
the schools remained closed until military authority
intervened. Then, and then only, did the boys and
girls return.

Save in the matter of railways, Egypt in 1919 was
ill-provided with facilities of communication. The
internal-combustion engine, which had revolutionized
transport in other countries, was little known outside
Cairo and Alexandria. Elsewhere no metal roads
exist which heavy mechanical transport can use.
Nor was full advantage taken of the Nile. On that
magnificent natural artery of communication, only
slow sailing craft, unpunctual and unreliable, competed
with the railways: the State having discouraged
consistently the development of transport, either by
road or by water, lest the revenue derived from the
national railways might be imperilled. The Nationalist
party, therefore, had but to persuade railway em-
ployees to cease work, and Egypt temporarily would
be deprived of her communications. The difficulty
was to convince the men of the necessity of sacrifice.
Willing enough to join in abuse of theProtectorate,
and devoid of affection or loyalty towards the Egyptian
Government, they yet hesitated to jeopardize their
own livelihood merely to further a political design
framed in no interest of their own- It is probable
that the railway personnel would have refused to take
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